
The 101st Annual
Convention of the
Missouri Land Title
Association was con-
vened on Thursday
September 11th at the
Hilton President Hotel
in Kansas City Missouri.
A golf tournament was
held at Tiffany Greens,
with an alternate social function touring
the Steamboat Arabia Museum.
Thursday evening began with a recep-
tion for visiting dignitaries and an ice-
breaker which was held at the Lucky
Strikes Bowling Alley in the newly
developed Power and Light District in
Downtown Kansas City. The evenings
events were a great opportunity to min-
gle and converse with officers of title
associations from various states and
also with Mike Pryor, incoming
President of ALTA. It was particularly
interesting to hear of the issues, chal-
lenges, legislative agendas and regula-
tory concerns facing our counterparts
in this region.

The convention was called to order
Friday morning with a welcome from
Mike Saunders, Jackson County
Executive. I presented the Visiting
Presidents Report for the State of
Kansas, and spoke to the agenda and
issues facing the KLTA, including our
legislative initiative involving Mobile
Homes. Jennie Bailey from Arkansas
spoke about new legislation in her
state designed to regulate consumer
protection issues. Kirk Sterling from
Illinois discussed recent legislation
passed for Cook County that requires
consumer credit counseling for borrow-
ers. Title companies are required to
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assure compliance with the new law.
Becky McKitrick from Nebraska related
to the convention a new law in
Nebraska that allows title companies to
release Deeds of Trust if the loan was
closed and paid by a title company.
This law is similar to the one we have
in Kansas. The Nebraska Education
has also implemented Webinar training
sessions for those studying for the
licensing exam.

On Friday afternoon we heard a
presentation from Tom Jackson,
President of an area bank. Tom dis-
cussed banking trends and forecasts.
He spoke of declining real estate val-
ues, distress sales and the effect these
were having on appraisals. He believes
that cash on hand and equity in real
estate were both declining. He also
touched on the recent conservatorship,
or nationalization of FannieMae and
FreddyMac.

Next, Mike Pryor from ALTA spoke
about ALTA and its role as a national
voice for state title associations. He
also presented a very interesting edito-
rial about the need of agencies and
underwriters to do the right thing in our
business practices, and not to focus on
the fastest or most profitable way to
underwrite transactions.

Friday evening was the Banquet
and Installation of Officers, with Cheryl
Williams installed as the new
President. On Saturday we attended
continuing education, which is a new
requirement of recent legislation in
Missouri. The seminars focused on the
new licensing and education require-
ments in Missouri. The meetings were
adjourned Saturday afternoon. My visit
to Missouri was both fun and educa-
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Jeffrey Amrein

continued page 2

tional. Title Insurance in Missouri is
very heavily regulated, and in looking
back I believe Kansas Title Agents are
very fortunate to enjoy the great work-
ing relationship we have with the
Kansas Insurance Department.

Welcome
New Underwriter Member

Dakota Homestead Title Insurance Company
Mike Holden

Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report on the 2008
Nebraska Land Title
Convention
By Jeffrey Amrein

I had the pleasure of attending the
NLTA Convention in Omaha Nebraska
September 24th, 25th and 26th.
Things got underway socially with a
Golf Tournament held at the world
famous Miracle Hills Golf Course.
This course is listed in the Guinness
Book of World Records for the Longest
Hole in 1 ever, 440 yards.

That night we attended the Ice
Breaker Reception at the Marriott and
later that evening we went to the
Presidents Hospitality Suite.

Thursday morning began with
meetings and we were greeted by
Anne Anastasi, who presented the
National Update. She talked about
where our industry had been, and to
some extents the direction we were
headed. She expressed concern over
the negative publicity our industry had
been receiving lately. When property
and casualty insurers pay out 82% of
premium dollars in claims and the title
industry only pays out 8%, people con-
clude that we are overcharging. But
those conclusions overlook the tremen-
dous employee expense that we incur
to practice risk avoidance.
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Next Kurt Pfotenhauer, ALTA CEO,
spoke about more national issues. He
observed that the crisis on Wall Street
was creating a lack of liquidity in lend-
ing institutions. The demand for mort-
gage-backed securities has dried up
leaving the cash from the sale of these
securities unavailable to lend on future
transactions. The reduction in home
prices has turned the balanced asset
backed mortgages to bad debt; hence
the lack of demand on the world mar-
kets for these products. Of course,
Kurt reiterated the role ALTA plays in
federal lobbying efforts. ALTA is your
voice in congress and we must support
their efforts and give generously to
TIPAC.

Chris Elliott (FATCO) led an inter-
esting discussion on district court
issues. It was a very informative and
comprehensive analysis of the laws
and title practices with civil actions.
The conversation touched on due
process, service of process, lien rights,
lis pendens and appellate practices.

That afternoon we had a lengthy
and fascinating discussion on Claims
Chronicles led by Bert Rush (FATCO).
He covered many different real life
claims and we were entertained by his
pictures of properties that were the
subject of the claim. Bert gave a great
presentation and you may see him at
the 2009 Kansas Convention in
Topeka.

That evening was the banquet, with
the installation of officers and typical
recognition of distinguished service
and appreciation. We danced to the
music of the Pat O Show and were
entertained by his musical stylings.

Friday was the mandatory continu-
ing education in the morning. The top-
ics were mortgage fraud and closing
ethics. One thing I have observed in
my travels to KS, MO and NE for con-
ventions is that the current slate of con-
tinuing education seem to focus on
things like fraud prevention, defalca-
tions, identity theft etc. Fairly negative
components of our business and pro-
fession, but certainly timely due to the

dismal market conditions we are
enduring.

In closing, my travels have been an
enriching experience for me. I have
renewed old acquaintances and made
new friends. Most importantly each of

Fannie Mae Chief Economist Doug
Duncan kicked off the morning General
Session with an economic update.
Starting with the good news, house-
hold formation rates are proceeding
faster than new home construction.
Housing starts are at the lowest point
in 26 years and supply will continue to
decline into next year. Job loss was
attributed to the housing market up
until two months ago, when unemploy-
ment spread to other sectors.

Duncan reported a major shift in
consumer behavior—the tightening
credit market is forcing people to save.
The shift from credit spending to
household saving will lead to a decel-
eration of consumer spending and a
slower growth rate. The home foreclo-
sure rate is the highest since the Great
Depression, rising steadily since 1979.
Foreclosures nearly tripled between 1st
Q 06 and 1st Q 07. California, Nevada,
Arizona and Florida have been hardest
hit, with foreclosures at 1.5 percent of
all mortgages in 2nd Q 08.

Gordon Bethune, former CEO of
Continental Airlines, gave a humorous

Presidents Report on ALTA Convention
By Jeffrey Amrein

talk about how he turned around the
troubled airline. The 10th president in
10 years, employees were skeptical
when Bethune took over. The airline
was in 10th place in on-time
arrivals/departures. And morale was
low. His first mission was to develop a
“forward plan,” and his second mission
was to get employees to buy in. He
started communicating with people. He
sent out daily updates on the compa-
ny’s stock, on-time rating, industry
updates, etc. He launched an employ-
ee bonus program where every
employee in the company received a
check for $65 if the company moved
into one of the top five positions for on-
time departures/arrivals. In one month
the company moved from 10th place to
fourth place. The following month they
were in first place. Bethune drew a
parallel between fishing and motiva-
tion. To motivate the fish, you have to
figure out what’s in it for the fish. What
do they like? 

The Third Annual Michael F. Wille
Memorial TIPAC Golf Tournament was
held on the spectacular Poipu Bay

the state conventions have confirmed
and validated my appreciation for our
professional associations. It is through
this community of peers and profes-
sionals from which we can draw experi-
ence and share our common business
practices.

I was privileged to attend the ALTA Convention in Koloa, Hawaii.
After a challenging travel day we arrived at the Grand Hyatt in Kauai
and were greeted with warm sunshine, blue ocean waves and a tropical
garden setting.  The scenery was breathtaking. 

Championship Golf Course, with
breathtaking views from every hole.
Ten foursomes participated in the tour-
nament. The golf course was one of
the most beautiful resorts I have ever
played.

The next day there was a rousing
political debate between Republican
strategist Grover Norquist and
Democratic strategist Richard
Goodstein on the upcoming election,
moderated by ALTA Board Member
Chris Abbinante with Old Republic
Title.

Norquist is president of Americans
for Tax Reform, a coalition of taxpayer
groups, individuals and businesses
opposed to higher taxes at the federal,
state and local levels. Norquist is
author of the book, Leave Us Alone —

Getting Government’s Hands Off Our

Money, Our Guns, Our Lives.

Goodstein is principal of Goodstein
& Associates, and has represented
clients in industries ranging from indus-
trial gas and energy to high tech to
healthcare. He was active in the
Hillary Clinton Presidential campaign.

Norquist and Goodstein each made
the case for their Presidential candi-
date. Although both agreed that any-
thing can happen in the final two
weeks leading up to the election,
Norquist conceded that Obama would
likely win the race for the Presidency.

The convention concluded with a
traditional Hawaiian Luau. The party
included roast pig, fresh pineapple,
hula dancers and fire swallowing
male dancers. My trip was the busi-
ness meeting of a lifetime. As we
flew out of Hawaii Saturday night, I
reflected on the awesome speakers
and programs the convention offered.
It was a professionally produced and
choreographed event. The knowl-
edge and experience in the speakers
and attendees was world class. I
look forward to attending ALTA con-
ventions in the future, it was an
impressive conference.

Title Insurance Issues Working Group
Property and Casualty (C) Committee

The following is information concern-
ing the NAIC Title Insurance work
group. To learn more about the meet-
ings visit this link on line:
http://www.naic.org/committees_c_title.htm

The Title Insurance Working Group will
study issues related to title insurers
and title insurance producers, including
the impact of current real estate settle-
ment practices on policyholders, recog-
nizing that typically, settlement
providers, not policyholders, are the
title entity’s customers.

The working group should:

• Study whether the title insurance
industry is undertaking additional
financial risks at the request of institu-
tional lenders and owners;

• Study the issuance of mortgage
impairment products by non-title
insurers to determine whether they
should be classified as title insur-
ance;

• Monitor the developments of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) proposed
changes to its Real Estate Settlement
Procedures Act (RESPA) and provide
comments to HUD or to the U.S.
Congress if necessary;

• Review the Title Insurers Model Act,
which was last adopted in 1995 and
has not been revised since that time.
Consider issues submitted by con-
sumer representatives during the
review, including: whether monoline
laws and regulations needlessly
diminish competition; whether greater
price competition among title insurers
can be encouraged; whether prices

should be reduced for refinances;
whether fee padding and charging
consumers fees for third party servic-
es that the title insurers are actually
getting free or at a much lower cost
is detrimental to consumers; and
whether the new trend of realtors
including provisions in their con-
tracts to sell requiring the buyer to
utilize a particular title entity is
appropriate;

• Study captive reinsurance arrange-
ments that title insurers maintain
and determine if they are legitimate
reinsurance transactions or simply
gimmicks to avoid the application of
laws that would prohibit rebating,
and, if necessary, make recommen-
dations for needed reform;

• Study affiliated business arrange-
ments (ownership arrangements
between and among settlement
providers and title entities) to deter-
mine what types of arrangements
are legitimate and what types of
arrangements are “shams”, i.e.,
those structured mainly to capture
referral business and provide kick-
backs to settlement providers, and
that do not perform essential core
title services;

Study the appropriateness of title
insurance rates in light of the current
competitive environment, and in par-
ticular, determine what constitutes
appropriate justification for rates,
determine the affect affiliated busi-
ness arrangements should have on
rates, and determine the feasibility of
interactive rate comparisons among
title entities to enhance competition.
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BUILDING GRASSTOPS 
ADVOCACY
By Justin Ailes

From a Dog’s Daily Diary
8:00 am - Dog food! My favorite thing!

9:30 am - A car ride! My favorite thing!

9:40 am - A walk in the park! My favorite thing!

10:30 am - Got rubbed and petted! My favorite thing!

12:00 pm - Lunch! My favorite thing!

1:00 pm - Played in the yard! My favorite thing!

3:00 pm - Wagged my tail! My favorite thing!

5:00 pm - Milk bones! My favorite thing!

7:00 pm - Got to play ball! My favorite thing!

8:00 pm - Wow! Watched TV with the people! My

favorite thing!

11:00 pm - Sleeping on the bed! My favorite thing!

From a Cat’s Daily Diary
Day 983 of my captivity...

My captors continue to taunt me with bizarre little dangling objects.

They dine lavishly on fresh meat, while the other inmates and I are fed hash or some sort of dry
nuggets. Although I make my contempt for the rations perfectly clear, I nevertheless must eat some-
thing in order to keep up my strength.

The only thing that keeps me going is my dream of escape. In an attempt to disgust them, I once
again vomit on the carpet.

Today I decapitated a mouse and dropped its headless body at their feet. I had hoped this would
strike fear into their hearts, since it clearly demonstrates what I am capable of. However, they merely
made condescending comments about what a ‘good little hunter’ I am. Bastards.

There was some sort of assembly of their accomplices tonight. I was placed in solitary confinement
for the duration of the event. However, I could hear the noises and smell the food. I overheard that my
confinement was due to the power of ‘allergies.’ I must learn what this means and how to use it to my
advantage.

Today I was almost successful in an attempt to assassinate one of my tormentors by weaving around
his feet as he was walking. I must try this again tomorrow — but at the top of the stairs.

I am convinced that the other prisoners here are flunkies and snitches. The dog receives special privi-
leges. He is regularly released - and seems to be more than willing to return. He is obviously retarded.

On The Light Side

When the financial crisis began to

take root in September, who did U.S.

Senator Gordon Smith (R-Oregon)

call for advice? - The title industry.

Senator Smith’s office contacted

ALTA to invite a leader of the title

industry in Oregon to attend an eco-

nomic summit in his Portland,

Oregon, office with 20 other busi-

ness, banking, real estate, financial

services and economic leaders to

discuss economic instability, its

impact on Oregon, and what steps

the Senator should take to address

the crisis in Washington, DC.

As part of ALTA’s “grasstops”

effort, the association called Oregon

Land Title Association President

Mike DeRochier to ask him to attend

the summit on behalf of the industry.

A moment to explain the term

“grasstops.” We are all familiar with

the term “grassroots.” These individ-

uals are mem-

bers of an

industry that

call, email,

write or meet

with their

elected offi-

cials when the

trade associa-

tion asks its

members to

communicate

with their elected officials about their

position on a particular issue.

Grasstops are those individuals

who have a relationship with their

local, state or federal elected offi-

cials and who can mobilize to advo-

cate on behalf of the industry more

effectively than even the

best lobbyists.

Lawmakers want to be

responsive to their con-

stituents, especially those

who support their election

campaigns. They look to

business leaders in their

community, district or

state to provide important

on-the-ground information

about the concerns of

their constituents.

Every person elected

to office has hundreds or

even thousands of rela-

tionships with people

whom they have known

for years, whose counsel

they listen to and to

whom they turn for advice.

Title agents, abstracters and under-

writers are among these people. These

are ALTA’s

grasstops.

Many

grasstops

activists may

know staff

members of

elected offi-

cials as well.

“Oregon Land

Title

Association

had Senator Smith’s staff member,

Kerry Tymchuk, as a keynote speaker

at an earlier state convention,” said

DeRochier.

While all the world’s economic

problems were not solved that after-

noon, Senator Smith thought the

meeting was helpful and voted to

support the government rescue plan.

“I appreciate the invitation. It was

good to be there. We have a strong

operation in Pendleton, Oregon,

where (the Senator) is from,” said

DeRochier. Fortunately, ALTA knew

about Mike DeRochier’s relationship.

The association is identifying and

growing its grasstops advocacy

efforts, and is looking for individuals

qualified to serve as a Grasstop. We

will have a grasstops kickoff meeting

at the 2009 Federal Conference,

March 2-4, in Washington, D.C. If

you have a relationship with a local,

state or federal elected official,

please contact me at justin@alta.org

or (202) 261-2937 

GRASSTOPS: individuals
who have a relationship with their
local, state or federal elected offi-
cials and who can mobilize to
advocate on behalf of the industry
more effectively than even the
best lobbyists.  



Greetings,
The Young Title Person Committee is currently seeking nominations for its selection of the Young
Title Person and Young Title Professional.

The Purpose of the Young Title Person Program is to:
• Recognize the achievements of outstanding young Title People (YTP)
• Aid in the recruitment and retention of dedicated young persons to the title industry
• Provide opportunities of YTP to become more familiar with KLTA and its members
• Encourage the involvement of YTP in the association

THE YOUNG TITLE PERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD is presented to the person nominated and
selected by the Committee for his or her dedication to the title industry and growing leadership
potential. Anyone, age 35 or younger, employed in the land title industry by a member of the
Kansas Land Title Association, is eligible to be nominated for the Young Title Person Award.

THE YOUNG TITLE PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR AWARD is presented to the person nomi-
nated and selected by the Committee for his or her dedication to the title industry and who is
actively involved in management as an employee. Anyone, age 35 or younger, employed in a
management position in the land title industry by a member of the Kansas Land Title Association,
is eligible to be nominated for the Young Title Professional Award.

The two persons chosen as the Young Title Person and Young Title Professional Awards each
year will receive special recognition and paid registration to the Kansas Land Title Association
Annual Convention.

Enclosed is a nomination form, which is to be completed by an owner, manager or supervisor of
a KLTA Member firm and submitted to the Committee Chair by March 15, 2009.The nomination
form should be mailed as soon as possible. Your nominee will then be contacted and asked to fill
out a questionnaire. The Young Title Person Committee will set up interviews with each nominee,
which will be conducted at the KLTA District Meetings held in April. The committee will select the
winners, if any, of the Young Title Person/Professional Awards for the year 2009 and will present
the awards at the Annual Convention held in August.

Young Title Person Committee
Larry Cameron, Chairperson
Jeff Amrein
Ty Lewis
Fawn Eck Fox
Jackie Askren
Suzan Kimball
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My Nominee for the Young Title Person Award is:

Name of Nominee _________________________________

Company ________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________

Phone: __________________Fax: ____________________

Email Address: ____________________________________

Why I feel this person should be the 2009 Young Title Person
of the Year:

Nomination Form for Young Title Person Award

My Nominee for the Young Title Professional Award is:

Name of Nominee __________________________________

Company _________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________

Phone: __________________Fax: _____________________

Email Address:_____________________________________

Why I feel this person should be the 2009 Young Title
Professional of the Year:

Nomination Form for Young Title Professional Award

Mail Nomination forms to:
Young Title Person Committee
c/o Larry Cameron 

Chautauqua County Abstract Co.
P.O. Box 69 
Sedan, Kansas 67361

Mail Nomination forms to:
Young Title Person Committee
c/o Larry Cameron 

Chautauqua County Abstract Co.
P.O. Box 69 
Sedan, Kansas 67361

Mail Nomination forms to:
Young Title Person Committee
c/o Larry Cameron 

Chautauqua County Abstract Co.
P.O. Box 69 
Sedan, Kansas 67361

THE YOUNG TITLE PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR AWARD
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