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By Jeffrey Amrein

The refinance
activity in January
was both unex-
pected and wel-
come. Considering
the market con-
ditions and the
more traditional
cycle that tends to freeze in
January and February, the little bust
of activity was much needed on that
winter cycle.

Interest Rates continue to be
very attractive to borrowers and
buyers. However with unemploy-
ment peaking (hopefully it will stop
rising) at over 8%, consumer confi-
dence is the gas we need to drive
out of this real estate recession.
OK, now that I’ve said the “R” word,
perhaps we can find the bottom of
the market, identify it and put it in
the rear view mirror.

The new RESPA rule is out and
there have been some interesting
and educational webinars on the
subject. The rule basically requires
lenders to tighten up on Good Faith
Estimates (“GFE’s”) so as to better
allow borrowers to have a good
idea what their actual closing costs
will be. The rule will require a page
3 to the HUD 1 settlement state-
ment where the GFE”s will be
shown with the actual HUD settle-
ment charge showing in the next
column. The total of the variance
between actual HUD fees and the
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Just some ramblings and observations as we bear down on 2009.
estimates given by the lender are
not allowed to exceed a certain tol-
erance. While this is a lender/bor-
rower problem, we will surely find
our selves on the front lines of
dealing with non-compliant GFE’s.

District Meetings are coming up,
April 21st in Great Bend and April
22nd in Topeka. We will have a
very interesting presentation by
Frank Caro, an Attorney with the
Polsinelli Shalton Firm. Frank prac-
tices in the area of energy law and
will speak to us on wind as a
renewable energy source. This
area of the law if just beginning to
develop and some of the issues
presented are of particular interest
to title professionals. Please mark
your calendar and meet us in Great
Bend or Topeka.

Who would have predicted in
March of 2008, that the impending
sub-prime mortgage crisis would
have led to the broader market
mortgage melt down of 2008-2009.
Some analysts are predicting the
next great credit crisis in America
will be tied to massive credit card
defaults.

One great development for our
2009 was the passage of First Time
Home Buyer Tax Credit. This
refundable tax credit does not have
to be repaid like the 2008 version.
It allows qualified buyers to claim
up to an $8000 tax credit on their
2008 or 2009 tax return. This is an
enormous incentive to bring the

President 
Jeffrey Amrein

first time buyers to market. Is this
policy right for America, or just
more of the same handouts and
incentives that got us in the mess
we are in now?  I don’t know the
answer to that, but is it good for a
title company in Kansas?  You bet it
is.

Planning for the 2009
Convention is almost complete.
Chris St. John has done a tremen-
dous job as convention chairper-
son. We have lots of great speak-
ers and programs lined up. There
will be a class on the new RESPA
Rule presented by our esteemed
underwriters. The entertainment
and frivolity will be memorable.
Mark your calendars for August.

The legislative committee has
done its usual great job in working
with John Peterson to voice opposi-
tion to efforts to amend the con-
trolled business laws. Special
thanks goes to those of us who
were called upon to send letters to
representatives on the Insurance
Committee. The grass roots lobby-
ing is always the most effective.

In closing, I wish each of you
good luck and good fortune as we
embark on this most adventurous
year. Stay sharp and committed to
quality control as you navigate
through these choppy waters. Your
commitment to excellence will con-
tinue to be your shield and your
relentless pursuit of superior cus-
tomer service will be your sword.
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2009 ALTA Federal Conference Report
By Doug Simmons

The week of March 1 through
March 4, I had the opportunity, privi-
lege and honor of representing the
Kansas Land Title Association at
the ALTA Federal Conference in
Washington, D.C. Also in atten-
dance were Deborah Lewis and
John Dozier.

The snow began to fall
Sunday evening and when
it was over on Monday it
was a cold and snowy day
with 7-9 inches of the white
stuff.

Monday began with a
meeting of the State Title
Association Executives,
which I attended for Shawn
who was unable to be
there. This was a round-
table meeting and the dis-
cussion centered on ideas
of retaining members and
increasing or gaining new
members in our state asso-
ciations. Another huge task
that was discussed was
reducing cost for general
and educational meetings.

Next on the agenda was
the “State Title Association
Presidents/President Elect”
meeting that was led by
ALTA President, Mike Pryor,
and the CEO of ALTA, Kurt
Pfotenhauer.
This was again another
roundtable type discussion with
each state-representative introduc-
ing himself or herself, and briefly
talking about issues being faced in
their respective states. The ALTA
President, Mike Pryor, lead a dis-
cussion on the changing role of the
state association from the traditional
role of a social and internal educa-
tional vehicle to more of an “advo-
cate” for the title industry and edu-
cation of the consumer.

Session number three of the
morning was the State Regulatory

and Legislative Affairs Committee
(SLRAC) meeting which John
Dozier chaired. This was a very
interesting meeting as the commit-
tee discussed various matters and
regulatory issues like the activity of
the NAIC and the effort to create a
national “data call”. The NAIC is

formulating methods to collect infor-
mation relating to the cost of pro-
ducing a title policy vs. the profit
derived from the premium. Another
hot topic issue related to the “Iowa
Model” and the state title guaranty
fund issuing title policies. This
model is being considered in states
like New Mexico and New York.

Lunch was served during the
combined meeting of the state
executives and state officers where
the discussions from each of the
separate morning meetings were

discussed in a joint forum. Many
ideals were discussed relating to
cost savings both at the state and
national level for meetings and con-
ferences.

The afternoon meeting started
right after lunch at 1:00, and was
with the ALTA Government Affairs

Committee meeting. Many
items were discussed in
this meeting, and all of
these meetings were open,
as one did not have to be
on the committee to have
input or raise a question to
the forum. Some of the
issues discussed were the
new RESPA rule, the
Obama Housing Plan,
Regulatory Restructuring of
Freddie Mac and Fanny
Mae, GSE Reform, Uniform
Closing Instruction
Negotiation and a proposed
mandatory 24 Hour Rule,
which would require that
lenders furnish closing fig-
ures 3 days in advance and
that the consumer be given
the closing documents 24
hours in advance of the
closing. The discussion of
the group showed this ideal
had a lot of work yet to be
done, like when HUD
approval by the lender
would be required in this
time frame.

Also discussed in the afternoon
session was the NAIC and the ‘data
call” the insurance
commissioners/departments from
various states are working to imple-
ment; the spread of the “Iowa
Model” and underwriter liability for
agent defalcation and some of the
proposed legislation in various
states.

Monday evening TIPAC held a
reception for the attendees. Many
former ALTA presidents were in

KLTA President-Elect, Doug Simmons and ALTA Board of
Governors Treasurer, Mark Bilbrey, visit during ALTA’s Federal
Conference in Washington, DC, on March 2, 2009.

ALTA’s Lobby Day in Washington, DC, on March 4th was the
industry’s biggest showing on Capitol Hill to date as ALTA mem-
bers held over 130 meetings with members of Congress and their
staffs to explain how the title industry protects homeowners and
the mortgage finance process. One participant volunteer said
that, “I never understood why this was important until I came
here.” During ALTA’s Lobby Day, Kansan John Dozier met with
the offices of Senator Sam Brownback, Senator Pat Roberts, Rep.
Dennis Moore, Rep. Todd Tiahrt, Rep. Lynn Jenkins and Rep.
Jerry Moran.

continued on page 3
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Legislative Report
By Chris St. John

The KLTA Legislative Committee is
following several bills this session.
Listed are some of the bills and
their current status. We are continu-
ing to monitor these bills and a few
others. Thanks to all the help of the
Legislative Committee and mem-
bers of the KLTA we have been very
productive this session.

House Bill 2041- Proposed
change to the Title Insurance
Controlled Business Statute –
K.S.A. 2008 Supp. 40-2404: A
hearing was held February 12,
2009, by the House Finance and
Insurance Committee at the
Docking State Office Building.
Testifying for the KLTA was Roy
Worthington and Chris St. John.
The KLTA opposed any change
in the controlled business
statute. The current statute is
the product of a hard fought set-
tlement between the Kansas
Association of Realtors and the
KLTA in 2004. The House
Insurance Committee has taken
no action on HB 2041 at this
time. We are currently monitor-
ing for any activity in regards to
this bill.

House Bill 2054 – Proposed
Amendment to Escrow Account
Reporting Statute – K.S.A 40-
1137: A hearing was held
February 12, 2009 by the House
Finance and Insurance
Committee at the Docking State
Office Building. Testifying for the
KLTA was Chris St. John. The
KLTA supports HB 2054 as a
means of further protecting con-
sumers from irregularities in
escrow and settlement practices
of licensed title insurance agents
in the State of Kansas. The bill
proposes to require annual
audits of all escrow, settlement
and closing accounts. Audits

must be submitted to the insur-
ance commissioner within 30
days after the close of the calen-
dar year. HB 2054 was passed
by the House on February 20,
2009 and is currently being con-
sidered by the Senate.

House Bill 2305 – Proposed
Amendment to the Manufactured
Housing Act - K.S.A. 58-4203: A
hearing was held February 25,
2009, by the House Judiciary
Committee at the Capitol build-
ing. Testifying for the KLTA was
Kyle Mead and Hayden St. John.
The Kansas Land Title
Association supports amending
the Manufactured Housing Act to
create a method for converting
manufactured/mobile homes
installed prior to January 1,
2003, which met the established
underwriting procedures for con-
verting the property from person-
al property to real estate, to now

be considered real estate. The
House Judiciary Committee has
taken no action on HB 2305 at
this time.

House Bill 2091 – Is a proposed
amendment to Manufactured
Housing Act - K.S.A. 58-4203.
HB 2091 eliminates modular
housing from the Manufactured
Housing Act. The bill has passed
the House and the Senate.

House Bill 2092 – Is a bill pro-
hibiting Transfer Fees covenants.
The KLTA submitted written testi-
mony to the House Committee
on Financial Institutions support-
ing HB 2092. The bill is important
in that it will eliminate clouds on
titles and claims and litigation
many years down the road,
based on a sellers attempt to
maintain a residuary interest in
future sales. The bill has passed
the House and the Senate.

An amazing story about an e-mail gone wrong! A couple decided to go
to Florida to thaw out during an icy winter. They planned to stay at the same
hotel where they spent their honeymoon 20 years earlier. They had hectic
schedules and they were flying in on different days. The husband checked
in first and his wife was to fly in the next day. From his room the husband
shot a quick e-mail to his wife…but left one letter out of the address.

Meanwhile, a widow had just returned home from her husband’s funeral.
He was a minister who had a heart attack. The widow checked her e-mail,
expecting e-mails from friends and loved one’s. She screamed after reading
the first one. Which read:

To my loving wife: I’ve arrived. They have computers here now and you are
allowed to send e-mails to your loved ones. I’ve just been checked in. I see
that everything has been prepared for your arrival tomorrow.

Looking forward to seeing you then. Hope your journey is as uneventful as
mine was. P.S. – Sure is freaking hot
down here!!

On The Light Side

Wish you were here!
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Do you need a few more reasons to get approval from your com-

pany to participate in ALTA's Business Strategies Conference,

April 19-21 in San Antonio? Perhaps you may be undecided

about attending the conference. The following reasons are more

than enough to convince you and your company that participa-

tion in this educational event is a valuable experience!

1. Networking is one of the most important parts of a successful business. ALTA's Business Strategies Conference is

the perfect place to connect with leaders in every facet of the title industry. Company executives and business

managers from around the country will interact at this innovative meeting with plenty of time for invaluable face-to-

face conversations. You can't afford to miss this chance to meet the peo-

ple who could help your business grow.

2. Market change equals market opportunity to savvy business profession-

als. Use ALTA's Professional Development tracks -- business manage-

ment, compliance, business development, and technology -- to gain

an advantage over your competition.

3. Visit our Exhibit Showcase and discover how new technology and other

products can help streamline your business and make you more efficient

in everything you do. Talk with 30+ specialized vendors and learn about

the latest tools available to help you succeed in these challenging finan-

cial times.

4. Three general sessions will reveal the secrets to positioning your business to take advantage of exciting innova-

tive opportunities, and help you gain a leading edge in the marketplace. You will learn what your industry

peers are thinking, how to interact with others, and discover more efficient ways to get better results for your com-

pany.

5. Attend BSC and earn CE/CLE credit while maintaining legal compliance and interacting with industry experts.

ALTA makes it easy for you to earn CE/CLE credits!

REGISTER today and take advantage of the newly discounted registration rate and make your hotel room reserva-
tions soon at the special ALTA discount rate. Find out more about the general sessions and educational programs by
visiting the Business Strategies Conference web site. CE/CLE credits will be available.

If you need assistance or have questions, please contact Erica Hampton at (202) 261-2942 orehampton@alta.org.

Top Five Reasons Why You Need to Attend ALTA's Business Strategies Conference
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attendance along with those attending the con-
ference.

The Tuesday morning session began with a
discussion of the New World of Financial
Services with a Congressional panel composed
of legislative assistants, two from the house and
two from the senate (a Republican and a
Democrat from each chamber). The discussion
was lively and items discussed were the
Bankruptcy cram down and some of the new
housing provisions proposed by the new admin-
istration.

Session two of Tuesday morning was a panel
of state insurance representatives who dis-
cussed the NAIC “data call” and why THEY think
it is necessary. It was apparent that many insur-
ance departments do not understand or compre-
hend that title insurance has no renewal premi-
ums and that we do not issue casualty insur-
ance. The NAIC is very interested in what they
call a “state page”, which is a proposed regula-
tion on underwriters and activity in each state
relating to agent and underwriter premium splits.

Lunch had a very interesting speaker, Scott
Reed, whom some may recognize as Bob Dole’s
presidential campaign manager, a political con-
sultant, and contributor to CNN.

The Tuesday afternoon session was with a
panel from HUD and the discussion of RESPA.
The panel went over the new HUD and the GFE
line-by-line and explained the use of each and
the new provision that establishes tolerances
and the variance of charges related to the GFE.
Confused? Most of those in attendance were
and the panel had many questions they could
not give answers on.

President Obama’s Special Assistant,
Michael Barr, the key author of the Obama hous-
ing plan, addressed the session and gave gener-
al insight to the thought process behind the
goals and new rules. He then took questions
from the attendees and generally answered
them without specifics.

Tuesday Evening we were bussed to Capitol
Hill for a reception in the Sam Rayburn building
for congress members and their staff in prepara-
tion of the Wednesday Lobby day at the Capitol.

All in all it was an educational experience and
many great speakers and information was pro-
vided with insight into the new administrations
views and where they want to take housing and
the country.

FEDERAL CONFERENCE continued from page 2

2009 Secretary and Treasurer Report
Active Members – 156

Associate Members – 1

Underwriter Members – 8

Affiliate Members – 69

Total Membership = 234

KLTA PAC Report
Beginning Balance November 21, 2008 $2033.10

Income $0.00

Expenses 20.00

Ending Balance January 30, 2009 $2,013.10

Title School
January 30, 2009

Income $13,230.00

Expenses 731.55

Ending Balance $12,498.45

Registered: 110

Continuing Education
January 30, 2009

Income $12,965.00

Expenses 413.87

Ending Balance $12,551.13

Registered: 89

KLTA Total Assets February 2009
$226,550.13
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Title School
By Shawn Herrick

Title School was a great suc-
cess, especially when many had
predicted such a down year
because of the economy and state
of the industry. Continuing educa-
tion numbers were only down by
two people. Title school was off by
about 20% but income and
expenses weren’t hurt too badly.

Be sure to thank the sponsors
of the event: Dakota Homestead,
Fidelity National Title Group, First
American Title, Old Republic
National Title, and Stewart Title.

Many of the speakers are vol-
unteering their time as well. You’ll
want to be sure to thank them too,
as this is the only real kudos they
get.

I had the pleasure of attending
the hearing on HB 2041 and
watched Chris St. John and Roy
Worthington aptly and profession-
ally represent your association as
conferees. They had to keep com-
posure while being peppered with
questions by the House Finance
and Insurance Committee.
Meanwhile proponents of the bill
were talking and rolling their eyes
in the gallery and all but heckling
them. When I was driving around
the Capitol building to find a place
to park my car I saw two groups of
teens. One appeared to be on a
field trip from a Mennonite commu-
nity and properly dressed in bon-
nets and black hats. The other
group of teens appeared to be
walking home from high school
and had really, really baggy jeans,
crooked ball caps and heavy gold
chains on. When reflecting on the
day I couldn’t help but find similari-
ties inside the building and out-
side. You choose which group
reminded me of which?

This experience got me to
thinking about body language or
expression through clothing lately.
Nonverbal communication is fasci-

nating and not just used by teens.
It relates to our understanding of
our fellow professionals and with
whom we want to associate.

Take our friends the Japanese
for instance. Did you know that
rigid little bow from the waist
allows members of this culture to
maintain more personal space
around themselves? It says, “I
acknowledge you, but I don’t want
to invade your personal space.”
That’s a good thing. If not, when
two Japanese met, they might
crack heads together and before
long they could become a slightly
disoriented society, which might
even end up eating (and pardon
me for saying this) raw fish or
something.

Americans also have some
quirky examples of nonverbal com-
munication. Our famous “high five”
is an unspoken sign of brother-
hood, while the “high ten” is used
to signal approval for scoring a
touchdown. The more emotional
“high one” is sometimes used to
express one’s feelings to the jerk
in the car ahead, who didn’t signal
to change lanes.

Other common examples are
“thumbs up” – a show of approval,
or “thumbs down” – a show of dis-
approval, “thumbs rotating around
thumb” a sign of boredom, and

“thumb slammed in the car door” –
a sign of stupidity.

So what does all this discussion
about suits and sags, from hand
jive to high fives mean? Not much
really, but thanks for allowing me to
meander to make a final point.
Coming to your association events
in rough times and representing
your industry in an upstanding
manner is a gesture that speaks
volumes. I’m proud to be a part of
the KLTA and I hope you are too.
See you at the District meetings!

Fawn Fox with Regier Title volunteers
to teach at Title School.

Independent Agents
Section
By Steve Kimball, Chair

Greetings:
I hope everyone is well and look-

ing forward to our annual session at
State Convention.

I am asking that you submit topics
for the group to discuss. I’ll get the
ball rolling by throwing out the follow-
ing ideas:
n RESPA and the new HUD forms
n Other Closing issues
n Any new state laws or regula-

tions that might affect us
n Replacing an underwriter
n Finding E & O coverage
n Investing Advice

These are only suggestions. You
can email your ideas for things you
would like to have discussed to me
at pottcoab@bluevalley.net.

Watch the convention material for
the time and place that we will be
meeting.

Report of Abstracter
Board of Examiners

Since the last exam there were two
new applications and no retakes. One
person passed the exam.
Congratulations to Darlene M. Powers
of Newton, Kansas

Contact the Kansas Abstracter
Board of Examiners for more informa-
tion at 620.544.2311 and ask for Glen.
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2009 KLTA DISTRICT MEETINGS
TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2009 Schedule
Great Bend: The Club at Stoneridge Registration 11:30 a.m. 

1438 24th St. Lunch 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Great Bend, Ks 67530 Meeting Begins 1:00 p.m. 

Host: Pam Curtis Welcome remarks Karen Neuforth, 
First American Title Ins. Barton County Historical Society

Cost: $30 /person Speaker Frank Caro, Polsinelli Shalton Law Firm
Wind As A Renewable Energy Source
Emerging Energy Law Issues

President’s Report Jeff Amrein
Pres. Elect Report Doug Simmons - ALTA Federal Conference
Treasurer Report Deborah Lewis 
Group Discussion RESPA Rule 
Legislative Report Chris St. John
Ks. Insurance Dept. Marty Hazen (invited)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2009 Schedule
Topeka: Top of the Tower Registration 11:30 a.m.

534 S. Kansas Avenue Lunch 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Topeka, Ks 66603 Meeting Begins 1:00 p.m.

Host: Chris St. John, Welcome remarks Don Chubb “Original Town of Topeka, Real
Lawyers Title of Topeka Estate Bloopers and Title Blunders by

the Founding Fathers”
Speaker Frank Caro, Polsinelli Shalton Law Firm 

Cost: $30/person Wind As A Renewable Energy Source
Emerging Energy Law Issues

President’s Report Jeff Amrein
Pres. Elect Report Doug Simmons - ALTA Federal Conference
Treasurer Report Deborah Lewis 
Group Discussion RESPA Rule 
Legislative Report Chris St. John
Ks. Insurance Dept. Marty Hazen (invited)

Detach and return with your payment (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE)

Names:______________________________________ _________________________________________

Company:___________________________________ Phone:___________________________________

Address:____________________________________ City/St/Zip:_______________________________

#_____Registered for Great Bend, April 21st @ $30________
#_____Registered for Topeka, April 22nd @ $30________

Total Paid________

MMake check out to: KLTA • Mail to: 7321 NW Rochester Rd., Topeka, Ks 66617
for further information call: Jeff Amrein 785.272.2900 or Shawn Herrick 785.286.1110.

REGISTRATIONS SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY THURSDAY, APRIL 16TH, 2009.


